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Painting as action—  

A new exhibition at the Moderna Museet takes off where modernism 
ends, exploring how happenings, performance and conceptualism all 
sprang from new approaches to painting. A news report from 
Stockholm  

Explosion! Painting as action, a new exhibition opening 2 June at Stockholm's Moderna 
Museet, presents works by 50 artists from the late 1940s to today.  
 
Taking off where modernism ends, the exhibition focuses on a generation of artists that 
began seeing themselves not as painters or sculptors but simply as artists, who regarded 
all materials and subjects as potential art. Much of the new art of the period — 
happenings, performance and conceptualism — sprang from new approaches to 
painting. "In Explosion, we want to explore the performative and conceptual elements in 
painting," notes exhibition curator Magnus af Petersens, "and the painterly elements in 
conceptualism and performance."  
 
The exhibition runs from Jackson Pollock's drip paintings, via John Cage's fascination 
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for chance as a method for creating art, to performance and contemporary conceptual 
approaches. Comprising paintings, photos, videos, performance, dance and audio works, 
the exhibition will also feature instructions, and pieces that invite audience 
participation.  

  

 

Top: Janine Antoni, documentation of the performance Loving Care, 1993. © Courtesy of the 
artist and Luhring Augustine, New York. Photo by Prudence Cumming Associates. Above: 
Saburo Murakami, Tsuka (Passage), 1956. © Makiko Murakami and the former members of 
the Gutai Art Association. Courtesy of Museum of Osaka University. From the 2nd Gutai Art 
Exhibition, Ohara Kaikan hall, Tokyo  

Through 9 September 2012 
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Sadamasa Motonaga, Sakuhin (Eau) (reconstruction), 1956/2012. © Etsuko Nakatsuji. Photo 
by Åsa Lundén / Moderna Museet  

 

Allan Kaprow, Yard. © The Estate of Allan Kaprow. Photo by Åsa Lundén / Moderna Museet  

 

Niki de Saint Phalle, Robert Rauschenberg, Painting made by Dancing, 1961. © Niki de Saint 
Phalle, Robert Rauschenberg / BUS 2012  

 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

Stockholm 2 June 2012 - 9 September 2012  
Explosion explores the rich and complex cross 
fertilisations and borderlands of painting, performance and 
conceptual art. It traces this expanded idea of painting as 
action from late 1940’s until today. The exhibition will 
include works in different mediums by some 45 artists 
from many parts of the world such as the important 
Japanese Gutai group, among others Shozo Shimamoto, 
Sadamasa Motonaga, Saburo Murakami and Kazuo 
Shiraga, along with artists as Allan Kaprow, Jackson 
Pollock, Niki de Saint Phalle, Yves Klein, Ana Mendieta, 
Alison Knowles, Rivane Neuenschwander, Yoko Ono and 
Lawrence Weiner. 

After the second world war, a number of painters in 
different parts of the world began to attack painting’s 
fundamental assumptions in ways that were at once both 
aggressive and playful. Many artists attached as much 



importance to the creative act itself as they did to the 
painting that resulted from it. On this borderland between 
painting and performance, chance or the spectator were 
often recruited as co-creators of the work. This 
experimental, conceptual attitude to painting and art 
subsequently inspired a lot of other artists. In recent years, 
interest in performance art has increased, and with it 
interest in its roots.  

 
 
 

Curator: Magnus af Petersens 
Assistant curator: Matilda Olof-Ors  

 
The exhibition is produced by the Moderna Museet.  

 
With support from Japan Foundation, Institut Ramon Llull, Österrikes Ambassad.  

In collaboration with Fylkingen, MDT, Dansens Hus, EMS. 
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